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The Marimba Workshop 

It is crazy to think we are already in June and the unique Johannesburg winter has 
hit us all quite hard. Many schools are almost back in the full swing of things and 
with most matrics and some other grades already back at school. With this brings 
great hope for the marimba industry and community. Many schools have begun to 
lift restrictions on after-school activities, and we hope that you as members of the 

marimba community are pushing to have your bands back teaching and having 
fun but with obvious strict hygiene and social distancing in place. We have added a 

short section on why and how to get back to marimba band lessons. 
 
 

We are very pleased this month to feature Curro Hillcrest Christian Academy High 
School in the newsletter. They were one of the big winners at last year’s Education       
Africa International Marimba and Steelpan Festival. We also have some exciting 
news with regards to new music books and the publishing of Pop song marimba                     
arrangements for sale. We would also like all teachers who would like to join the 

virtual Marimba Workshop Teachers’ Band to please get in contact this month, as 
this is the last month before the start of the project.  

We hope you are all keeping safe and warm during these times! We would value 
any feedback on the articles within this newsletter. 

Wishing you and your families all well  
With Love from The Marimba Workshop Team 

For more information please visit our  
website or contact us directly via email. 
www.marimbaworkshop.co.za/  
info@marimbaworkshop.co.za 

https://marimbaworkshop.co.za/
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Product  
Highlight 

We have sent out an email to existing clients  

offering our Winter Special on Note Tuning and 

Marimba Maintenance. If you would like more 

information on this please drop us an email to  

Info@marimbaworkshop.co.za 

If you have ever wanted to expand your marimba band class,  

dummy  keyboards are the best tools to utilise. On our training  

courses we teach you how to effectively use dummy keyboards in 

large marimba classrooms, as a brilliant method of discipline and  
effective marimba teaching. They are also a good idea for schools still 

currently in lockdown who may want to continue to keep their  

marimba lessons going without having access to the instruments.  

Dummy Keyboards  

Check out our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHnuvBUhgZvF0jc1bbYZHhg  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHnuvBUhgZvF0jc1bbYZHhg
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As mentioned, a number of  schools across the country  have gone fully back to marimba band lessons. 
We would love to see videos or pictures of you all going back to marimba band practices at your  
relevant schools. As has been discussed with various stakeholders (educational and medical), with all 
the protocols in place at the schools there is virtually no difference between students sitting at desks in 
class, or students standing 1.5m apart at marimba practice.  
 
 
We can highly recommend the following protocols be put in place: 
 Position the marimbas a bit further away from each other than normal 
 If you take away the blue beaters on the combination marimbas this creates 1.5m distance between 

students playing red or green beaters  
 Sanitize the beaters regularly  
 Ensure students are wearing masks at all times 
 As a teacher stay further away from the students and wear your mask 
 As an option you can even wear medical gloves when holding the beaters if your sanitizers are in 

short supply 
 
 

If all of these protocols are strictly adhered to there is absolutely no difference between a marimba 
band practice and a maths lesson occurring in a classroom. The positive difference is the HUGE 

amount of good mental health these marimba practices will do for  you, as a teacher, the students and 
even the school as a whole. It is so important for the entire marimba community (teachers,              

manufacturers, events organisers, students) that you, as a marimba teacher is pushing for your school 
marimba band to go back. Unlike other instrumental teachers it has proven extra difficult to conduct 

zoom or skype lessons with students when the physical instruments are based at the school. It is up to 
YOU the marimba teacher to push for this to happen! 

The New normal for Marimba Bands  

Upcoming Events 

The Education Africa Virtual International Marimba and Steelpan Festival will be 
taking place on Facebook and various other social media platforms between                
1 December and 13 December 2020.  Please visit the dedicated website for all the   
details: www.internationalmarimbafestival.org/virtual 
Not only are there marimba and steelpan band competitions in various sections and 
categories but there are also solo marimba, solo, xylophone, solo vibraphone and  
solo steelpan competitions as well! 
The closing dates are as follows: 
Closing date for the registration for the composition competition:                              7 August  
Closing date for the registration for the solo competitions:                          7 August  
Closing date for the registration for marimba and steelpan band competitions:  4 September 
There are limited numbers for each of the competitions so please ensure that you register 
timeously! 
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THE MARIMBA WORKSHOP 
STAFF HIGHLIGHT 

Look mom, I am Famous! 

Having been stuck at home we have 

been watching a lot of TV lately. We 

came across an old Come Dine With Me 

South Africa Episode from Season 2 
where our marimbas and glowball 

beaters were featured. The Band from 

HCA performed as the  

entertainment for one of the host’s  

dinner parties. A Special thanks to Ian 
and Charmaine Holloway from        

Hillcrest who organised this.  

Name: Warren Manthe 
 

Warren runs and maintains the 

factory component of the  

business. Together with Ian he is 

always coming up with creative 

and innovative ways to do things 
and enhance our product offering. 
Whilst being pivotal to the  

marimba community he also finds 

the time to run one of Gauteng’s 

top quality kitchens, BICs,  

bathroom vanities, bars and 

custom furniture Companies: 
“Wooden Let You Down.” For 

more information on the  
company check out their facebook 

page. We are proud to have       

Warren as part of The Marimba 
Workshop Family.  
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School: Curro Hillcrest  
Teachers: Petri Mostert and 
Kyle Corbett  
Location: Hillcrest, Kwa-Zulu 
Natal  
 
Curro Hillcrest is privileged to be able to 

engage its learners in the magic of the musical journey by means of 4 Marimba bands. From humble beginnings with 
one Primary School band, the department has grown to include 4 bands across both our Primary and High Schools. 
As part of the Curro group of schools we have the opportunity to function within a family that shares a love for both 
the Marimba as an instrument, as well as the cultural space in general. Our players are taught from a young age the 
value of mastering a musical instrument, and to understand the power of music in bringing young people from all 
cultures together within an environment that promotes unity and passion for their craft. 
 
Our founding band coaches, Charmaine and Ian Holloway, planted the seed that led to the outstanding calibre of 
player produced by the school today. By focusing on technical excellence, solid musical technique, sensitivity to 
subtle creative nuances and fostering an atmosphere of utter fun and enjoyment, the bands have flourished into the 
ensembles they are today. For that, we are truly grateful.  
 
Our bands regularly contribute to community initiatives and take pride in presenting their repertoire to audiences of 
all ages and walks of life. The ensembles perform regularly at local retirement homes and events hosted by  
non-profit organisations in order to assist them in promoting their various causes. Furthermore, the high school 
bands have performed for corporate functions, and provided background entertainment at social occasions hosted 
by various entities in our area. The bands also compete in a myriad of competitions on an annual basis with great 
success, including the International Marimba and Steelpan Festival and the Manic Marimba Festival hosted in  
Kwa-Zulu Natal.  
 
Our bands would not be where they are today without the continued support and encouragement we receive from 
our colleagues at school as well as our parent body. We are thankful that all of the stakeholders within our Marimba 
family share our vision and understanding of the potential that music has in bringing together like-minded learners 
who share not only their musical talents with their community, but eventually leave the band as more holistic and 
tolerant young adults who promote the arts into the communities they may find themselves in in future. Our bands 
truly love what they do and invest in relationships that turn strangers into life-long friends bonded together by their 
passion for music, long may they continue to do so! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plrdYxePlBc&t=46s  

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHT  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plrdYxePlBc&t=46s


The Marimba Workshop (Pty) Ltd  6

  

EDITION 6   JUNE 2020 

BEAT IT!  

In 2007 we conducted a series of workshops in Port Alfred and 

Grahamstown (Makhanda). These workshops were organised by the 

amazing Sandy MacLachlan! Above is a picture of one of the 

workshops taking place at Rhodes University. A great educational and 

fun time was had by all! You can watch a short archived video of the 

workshop on our YouTube channel at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABU7WcIb5fI&feature=youtu.be  

THROWBACK FEATURE 

Virtual Teachers Marimba Band 

In the previous edition we posted the idea of a virtual  

marimba band, we have had a few interested teachers contact 
us. As a result we would like to convert this into a  

virtual “teachers” marimba band. If you would like to  
participate please email bradley@marimbaworkshop.co.za 

this month as it is the last month to get in a request to join  
before we go ahead with the project.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABU7WcIb5fI&feature=youtu.be
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New Music For Sale 

Brad has been working hard to find ways of LEGALLY selling marimba band arrangements 

of Copyrighted Popular Music. We are very excited that there will be a few new music  
arrangement books coming out over the next month that are designed for intermediate  

marimba bands. We have a number of arrangements (each one having had hours of work 
gone into them) that we COULDN’T legally distribute….until now!  
 

All sold arrangements on Sheet Music Plus are fully licensed. The fee you pay for the  
arrangement is fully distributed amongst the correct publishing company, original artist, 
distributer and arranger.  

 
The arrangements to be published by Bradley and Joan have all been fully tested out on 
school marimba bands, and have all successfully been taught and performed. The  

arrangements are ideally suited for Marimba Workshop instruments but can be transferred 
to other instruments. All arrangements have been carefully scrutinized by multiple marimba 

teachers and you can be assured that they are created with “easy to remember” rhythmical 
and note patterns (crucial to marimba education).  
 

Please feel free to reach out to us should you have any arrangement requests or would like 
some tips on how to teach the pieces.   
 

This month’s piece highlight is LALALA by Sam Smith and Naughty Boy. For more             
information or to purchase the arrangement follow this link: https://

www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/la-la-la-sam-smith-and-naughty-boy-for-marimba-band-
digital-sheet-music/21799622  
 

https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/la-la-la-sam-smith-and-naughty-boy-for-marimba-band-digital-sheet-music/21799622
https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/la-la-la-sam-smith-and-naughty-boy-for-marimba-band-digital-sheet-music/21799622
https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/la-la-la-sam-smith-and-naughty-boy-for-marimba-band-digital-sheet-music/21799622

