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The Marimba Workshop 

This is the 3rd edition of the Marimba Workshop newsletter. We hope you 
find the content of this newsletter informative and interesting. It has 
been such a great pleasure for us as a company to put this newsletter  

together for the last couple of months, as it gives us time to reflect on the 
fantastic work that is being done around the country using the marimba 

instrument as a tool for holistic educational development.  
 

We are in a period of great uncertainty both locally as well as globally. 
The arts sector in particular is taking quite a “HIT” (pun intended). We 

would like to encourage you to encourage all your students and  
colleagues that when we come out of our social hibernation, we try use all 
our resources to best support the arts by going to concerts, theatres, live 

events and supporting local art talents. As artists we need to use this time 
to think creatively about how we adapt in this very different world that 

we now live in. As a company, we are going to be taking advantage of this 
downtime by developing some new products and ideas.  

For more information please visit our  
website or contact us directly via email. 
www.marimbaworkshop.co.za  
info@marimbaworkshop.co.za 
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What sets Marimba  
Workshop  

apart from our competitors: 
 

The Marimba Workshop marimbas are 
some of the most easily transportable  

marimbas available. With the ability to take 
off all the notes, fold the legs in and  

remove the resonating boxes on the bass,  
the marimbas can easily be transported in 
a large vehicle/trailer or bakkie. We have 

even seen one of our clients transport a 3.5 
octave combination marimba in their small 

Kia Picanto! 

 
 

We have  moved our existing marimbas 
to a new eye system. If your marimbas 
were bought after 2016, you may be 
able to swop to the new eye system. 
This will allow your black elastic and 
white cord to last for much longer 
without wear and tear. Contact us to 
find out how you can do this.  

Our unique beaters/mallets are 
specifically designed for the 
Marimba Workshop Marimbas. 
Our beaters are made with 
uniquely designed handles and 
heads made with very durable 
materials. The beaters are 
guaranteed to last far longer than 
normal wooden handled beaters 
without losing too much of the 
authentic touch and feel you get 
from wooden handles. The 
materials also make them very 
easy to clean and wipe down with a 
wet cloth. They come in 4 different 
densities and colours each 
individually tailored to suit the 
Marimba Workshop instruments.  

Product 

Highlight  
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Here are 
some 

newspaper 
articles that 

The 
Marimba 

Workshop 
recently 

featured in 

Bradley Lithgow 
 
Age: 26 
 
Bradley graduated from Wits University with a BMus degree 
double majoring in Community Music and Performing Arts 
Management and then studied further for his PGCE the year after. 
He is a freelancer in the orchestral percussion scene and performs 
in various ensembles from pop bands to African marimba bands. 
Bradley works in an all-round space in the company, from admin. 
and emails, to ensuring quality control across our notes and 
instruments as well as organising and delivering to our clients. He 
is currently in training to conduct teacher training within the 
company. He is passionate about the impact that playing in a 
marimba band can have on the educational and holistic 
development of a person.  

THE MARIMBA WORKSHOP 
STAFF HIGHLIGHT 
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The All Stars Marimba Band had their first rehearsal 
this month.                                                                       

Pictured below are some of the very first members of 
the band. Exciting times ahead! 

The Marimba Workshop recently hosted 2 workshops at St Dominic’s 
Catholic School for Girls in Boksburg.  The morning workshop was an        
Introductory  Teacher Training workshop.  The afternoon workshop         

was an Intermediate Teacher Training workshop. A fun and educational day 
was had by all. The workshop was run by Marimba Teacher Training expert 

Joan Lithgow and assisted by Education Africa’s Marimba Assistant,  
Khabonina Motaung. 

Recent Events 

“Thank you so much for the exciting and rather  
challenging workshop yesterday. I had tons of 
fun.”  – Maria Vita (Marist Brothers Linmeyer) 

Make sure to wash your beaters with 
warm soapy water or preferably  

sanitize them and your pupils’ hands 
before each lesson. Check out this  
video of Bradley Lithgow playing a 

newly composed solo African  
marimba piece while in social  

isolation. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=0D20jI0c1Zk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D20jI0c1Zk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D20jI0c1Zk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D20jI0c1Zk
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School: Westville Senior Primary  
Teacher:  Barry Oosthuyzen and Wayne Swart 
Location: Westville, Kwa-Zulu Natal  
 
In 2012 we invited a local school’s marimba band to perform at one of our annual cultural events. This ignited a 
spark in our Arts and Culture department! It wasn’t long before we turned the dream of having a band of our own 
into a reality and over the last few years this has become a greater success than we could have ever imagined it 
would be. Westville Senior Primary School now houses six student bands, the best of which perform at the Manic 
Marimbas Competition and the International Marimba and Steelpan Festival each year, where we have been placed 
in the top 3 on numerous occasions.  
 
The school is also home to a teachers’ band, one of only a handful in the country. It serves as a way to bridge the gap 
between academics, sport and culture, as well as bringing together teachers of all ages. Most of these teachers have 
no prior musical experience. The staff band participated in the International Festival in 2019 for the first time and did 
us all very proud, even returning with a trophy! 
 
Marimbas have become an instrument which contributes significantly to creating a happy culture within our school. 
When playing these instruments, children use both the left and right brain competencies, refine hand-eye 
coordination, learn to work as a team, develop confidence in their ability, and build a love of music; all of which are 
valuable life skills. Marimbas have also helped form a bond between our sporting and cultural departments within 
the school, as the diverse participants learn that it is possible to enjoy both sport and cultural activities.  
 
The support of management and parents is crucial in developing a marimba programme of any significant size. 
Whether it’s in-house or out of province performances, bands like these cannot function without their support. 
Westville Senior Primary School is proud of the traditions and legacies it has created for its learners, many of whom 
who have continued to play at their high schools. 
 
 
Click on the link below to watch our promotional 
video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeAVlpFXjj4 

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHT  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeAVlpFXjj4
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In this time of uncertainty where many of our colleagues who rely on teaching marimbas to large 
groups of children are wondering how on earth they are going to continue teaching marimbas, we 
have a possible solution: 
  

• Ensure everyone of your pupils has a dummy keyboard.   These may be purchased from The Marimba Workshop  
       (when the lockdown is over). 

• Preferably teach via the zoom platform or a similar conference calling platform. 

• If you don’t teach via the zoom platform then you can do this via skype or even WhatsApp. 

• Teach each part in bite-sized bits singing and playing at the same time on your marimba OR keyboard 

• Each child in the class learns all the parts by singing the parts and playing on their dummy keyboards with their  
        fingers.  

• Once the whole class has learnt all of the parts then divide the class up, playing the various parts at the same  
        time, singing and playing on the dummy keyboard 

• You, as the teacher, can record the parts together so that when they play tutti (together) they can hear their own 
        part as well as what it sounds like in ensemble. 

• This method works really well! 
 
Good luck and let us know if this is working for you. 

If you have any feedback, news or contributions 
for the newsletter, please contact us via email or 
via our website: 
www.marimbaworkshop.co.za  
info@marimbaworkshop.co.za 

A way forward for Distance Teaching marimba classes  

marimbaworkshop.co.za
http://www.marimbaworkshop.co.za

