The Marimba Workshop

(PTY) LTD

BEAT IT!
January 2021
Edition 13

With South Africa’s second wave of Covid-19 on the way down and the hopeful return of schooling later
this month, we cannot wait to hear and see marimba practices kicking off the new year with a bang!
We are very excited to re-format this year’s newsletter and we would like to commend Amy-Sue who has
been putting a lot of work into this and other company documents. We are very excited to introduce a
new section into this month’s newsletter that highlights the very many Community Music Projects that
utilise the power of marimbas in their good work. In this month’s highlight we are showcasing Kibler
Music Academy. We have been unbelievably blown away by the immense musicality, arrangements, and
sensitivity that they have used with their marimba and ensembles. They demonstrate the true versatility
and magic that marimbas can bring! We have included a large number of YouTube links for you to enjoy
their performances.

We would love to hear back from you and if you have been able to start your marimba band rehearsals at
school, please drop us an email to info@marimbaworkshop.co.za. For more information on all of our
products please visit our website on: www.marimbaworkshop.co.za
Yours in music, The Marimba Workshop Team
Follow us on Social Media for regular updates and exciting news:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheMarimbaWorkshop
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHnuvBUhgZvF0jc1bbYZHhg
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Should you want your
Marimba Workshop-related event or
concert published in our newsletter,
please email
bradley@marimbaworkshop.co.za
Please note: all incoming adverts
are subject to company policies.
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Congratulations to all the schools who have
received new marimbas to kick off their
2021! We wish them the best of luck as they
start their Marimba Journey!
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Navigating the New Normal
As has been discussed with various stakeholders (educational and medical), provided all the protocols are in place, there is virtually no
difference between students sitting at desks in class, or students standing 1.5m apart at marimba practice. We highly recommend the following
protocols be put in place:
 Position the marimbas a bit further away from each other than normal
 If you take away the blue beaters on the combination marimbas this creates 1.5m distance between students playing red or green beaters.
 Sanitize the beaters regularly
 Ensure students are wearing masks at all times
 As a teacher stay further away from the students and wear your mask
 As an option you can even wear medical gloves when holding the beaters if your sanitizers are in short supply
If all of these protocols are strictly adhered to there is absolutely no difference between marimba band practice and a maths lesson occurring in
a classroom. The positive difference is the HUGE amount of mental health good these marimba practices will do for both you as a teacher, the
students and even the school as a whole. It is so important for the entire marimba community (teachers, manufacturers, event organisers,
students) that you , as a marimba teaching is pushing for your school marimba
band to go back. Unlike other instrumental teachers it has proved extra difficult
to conduct zoom or skype lessons with students when the physical instruments
are only based at the school. It is up to YOU the marimba teacher to push for
this to happen!

Product Highlight
We are pleased to have partnered with
PHAT J OILS to develop a special note
cleaning oil. Contact us today to order
and get your marimbas in top shape
ahead of the new school year.
The Marimba Workshop (PTY) Ltd
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Note tuning, like piano tuning, is an ongoing maintenance procedure one needs to do to all models of
African marimbas. Wood is a living entity and will expand in the heat and contract in the cold. If your
marimbas are used regularly and exposed to various elements your notes will eventually need to be
tuned. We recommend that our clients get their notes retuned around once a year depending on how
often they are used. Please send us an email should you want to book you Marimba Workshop notes in
for tuning.
We would like to warn all existing marimba clients of people who claim to know how to tune
marimbas. Please verify their knowledge and expertise. We have experienced marimba notes that have
been “so-called tuned” and unfortunately the “tuner” has hacked off the note at the back making it irreparable. Our newly tuned notes will look and sound just as good as
the day you bought them. Contact us today to book your notes in for tuning.

WHAT SETS US APART

Our Marimbas are one of the few
instruments aligned with the teaching
pedagogy and ideology of renowned music
education expert Carl Orff and Orff
Schulwerk. Just like "Orff Instruments"
you can remove the individual notes to
suit your younger student’s needs. They
are the most versatile instruments for
students of all ages.
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The biggest song of
2020: Jerusalema!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8gy5uDc2cUo&list=RD8gy5uDc2cUo&start_
radio=1

You can purchase this arrangement LEGALLY here!
https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/jerusalema
-for-african-marimba-band-diatonic-in-c-digitalsheet-music/21959754?
utm_medium=email&d=Email_Live%
20Composition&referral_id=Email_Live%
20Composition&utm_source=bronto&utm_campaign=Live
%20Composition&ac=1
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Community Music Project/School Highlight
Kiblerview Music Academy
Teachers: Maretha & Tinamari Viljoen
Location: Kibler Park, Johannesburg
KMA is a private music school based in our home in Kibler Park in the South of Johannesburg, where we offer lessons in piano, violin,
saxophone, clarinet and recorder. Yearly, as soon as the annual September/October session ABRSM exams are over, the real fun begins as we
jump straight into preparation for our annual year-end concert. This yearly highlight consists of ensemble arrangements of music from a
wide variety of genres, using a vast array of instruments, among which marimbas feature prominently.
All of our students are given the opportunity to play in as many marimba items as they are able to master and memorise parts for before the
deadline. Even though we don’t teach individual marimba lessons (or have any form of a permanent marimba band) all of our students,
regardless of their main instrument, become skilled marimba performers during the last term of each year. We arrange each item with
specific students in mind in order to ensure that each part is attainable at that student’s current level of musical training. Everybody is
provided with sheet music and backtracks to practise along to, and it is up to them to learn and memorise their parts on their own at home
(it really helps that many of our students’ mothers are very involved!). We then put together the items bit by bit in the students’ weekly
lessons.
Our 2012 purchase of one of Ian’s 3 ½-octave chromatic marimbas has been one of the best investments we’ve ever made and we’ve used it
very successfully in conjunction with classical instruments (piano, violin, clarinet, flute, saxophone, accordion), as well as more “modern”
instruments (drum kit, bass guitar, rhythm guitar), and of course other Orff instruments. The opportunity to be involved in ensemble
playing is something we value very highly at KMA, and marimba ensemble involvement in particular has proven to be a source of great
benefit and enjoyment to our students. The fact that the instrument seems to be slowly disappearing from many schools makes us
particularly glad to be able to offer our students the opportunity to be involved in this rich (not to mention fun!) aspect of music-making.
Check out a number of their amazing performances here:
Marimba with violins and Orff Instruments
https://youtu.be/zF_CF13_Nec
Abba Medley
https://youtu.be/znAtuT_hl90
Classical
https://youtu.be/Pq37KRXGsf8
Video Killed The Radio Star
https://youtu.be/OR617zX3Gfo
Special Star
https://youtu.be/skQSAboHc7M
Afrikaans Folksong Medley
https://youtu.be/VyTjzvKwv_E

The Marimba Workshop (PTY) Ltd

To enrol or find out more information about the academy email:
reeth.viljoen@gmail.com
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At The Marimba Workshop we care about
where our marimbas go and how they are
used! We are there to help you in every step
of setting up a marimba program. We have
a number of workshops which we run
(when Covid safe of-course!).

Beginners Marimba Training Course
Introductory Teachers Training Marimba Workshop
Intermediate Teachers Training Marimba Workshop
Upskilling your A-team band Workshop
Team Building/Once-off workshop

Contact us today to find out more
info about our workshops!

Good day Bradley

One of our friends sent us these pictures!
Spotted in Ben Gurion Airport in Israel!

Many thanks
always for your
interesting
newsletters read
with great
delight. Take
care in these
crazy times.

Regards
Lorraine
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